Remember
the fallen of
Sychdyn
Walter Brookes,
Walter Chambers,
Walter B Davey,
William B Driver,
Thomas C Hewitt,
William T Hodgkinson,
Daniel James,
Edward L P Jones,
Walter Jones,
John H Marsh,
Griffith Piercy,
William Piercy,
Frank W Pinnington,
Herbert Rock,
Charles Williams,
George H Williams,
Thomas J Williams.

Pupils from
have been
researching the
lives of those
from Sychdyn
who died in WW1

9th Btn Royal Welsh Fusiliers
Private 15394
Guards Cemetery, Windy Corner, Cuinchy, France
British War Medal 1914-20, Victory Medal 1914-1919,
The 1914-15 Star
1st October 1918

Isabella and William Piercy, parents of Griffith and William. They
eventually had ten children altogether, ( William, Griffith, Frederick,
Osborne, Tom, George, Jenny, Mary, Esther and Bella).

Gardening Class at Northop National School with Mr JR Richardson (right). Griff Piercy is crouched at the front far left. (Is that
Willy next to him? We re not sure)

Griffith fell at Overs Ridge on 1st October 1918 aged 21.
Killed in Action.
The strong story that has come down the family, told to
them by Griff s comrade, Alf Hughes, was that Griffith
was shot by a female sniper. Alf also said that they got
her later.

Dear George
I hope you are going on alright as I am very well myself. I remembered
about your birthday you will be getting quite a big boy now. I suppose
you have been working hard in the harvest. I hope you have got it all in
by now. We have been having very rainy weather here but it is clearing
up now. Well George I must close up now. Wishing you many happy returns of the day
From your loving Brother,
Griff

Griffith was born in 1898.
The 1901 census records
that three year old Griffith
lived in Duck Street, (now
Duke Street) Sychdyn with
his father William (a coal
miner), his mother Isabella,
his brother William 2 yrs
and a baby brother Thomas.

Sometime after 1901 the
family moved to a small
holding Offa Bank on the
Vownog. The lane that ran
in front of their home
became known locally as
Piercy s Lane (now called
Watts Dyke Way).

Griffith joined the army in
September 1914 when he was 16/17 yrs old so
technically too young to join up. Less than three months
after he joined, his new baby brother, Frederick died
aged 4 months.
Griffith went to France to join his first theatre of war on
the 27th September 1915 and he died three years later,
just five months after his brother William had been
killed.

9th Welsh Regiment
Private 62408
Chambrecy British Cemetery, France
British War Medal 1914 -1920 Victory Medal 1914
1919
30th May 1918

July 1918 Roll of Honour
We are sorry to hear of Willie Piercy one of our old boys
being wounded in France. We trust he is not seriously
wounded and that he will soon be right again.

September 1918 Roll of Honour
. other anxious parents in the parish who are eagerly
expecting to hear from their missing sons. We are sorry
to hear that Ben Jones East Northop, Willie Piercy
Soughton and Willie Driver, The Gardens are still
unreported. They were all on the Western Front when
they disappeared. We sincerely hope they will soon be
heard of and that they are fairing pretty well amongst
others who are prisoners of war.

November 1918 Roll of Honour
From time to time during war, tidings of the supreme
sacrifice has reached many a family in the Parish and to
these we have added another which is of unusual
significance. Mr and Mrs Piercy, Offa Bank, Soughton
have been informed of their two boys Griffith and Willie
having fallen at the Front in France. The news arrived
on two successive days and we can imagine the grief it
caused. Two better boys never joined the colours. Their
genial disposition and noble bearing were known to all
who knew them and their upbringing leave no cause for
regret to their parents. We offer our deepest sympathy
with their relatives in their bereavement.

Willie was killed on the Marne (Western Front) 30th May
1918 age 19. He was firstly declared missing for some
weeks before finally being pronounced, dead.

62408 Private W Piercy
Welch Regiment
30th May 1918
Age 19

The young Piercy
family. Left to
Right William jnr
5/6 yrs, William
(father) with
Thomas 3 / 4 yrs,
Griffith 6/7yrs,
Isabella (mother)
with baby Jenny
1yr.

Infants at
Northop National
School. The
Piercy boys are
standing next to
each other with
their arms folded
(nicely) on the
second row from
the front. Griff is
fourth from the
left and Willy
fifth.

Northop National
School. The Piercy
boys are standing on
the back row. Willy is
the first boy from left
and Griff is the fifth.
There must be other
boys here that were
killed in the war and
named on the
memorial. Mr
Richardson is
on the right.

Here are copies of
personal items
belonging to, or sent
home by, those
commemorated in this
exhibition.
You are welcome to
handle items on this
table to explore the
stories of the men.

Here are copies of
personal items
belonging to, or sent
home by, those
commemorated in this
exhibition.
You are welcome to
handle items on this
table to explore the
stories of the men.

Gratitude from the nation

10th Btn Royal Welsh Fusiliers
Private 240817
Ypres (Menin Gate), Belgium
The British War Medal 1914-1920 The Victory Medal 19141919
31st July 1917

Thomas was born in 1897 and
lived in the house that is
currently 9 Pen y Bryn.
(Referred to as Top y Mynydd
in early census reports). He
lived with his mother Elizabeth
and his father Thomas, a roller
in the tin plate works at Mold
in 1901who later became a
foreman. Young Thomas was
the only boy and had six sisters
Catherine (Kit),
Maggie, Rhoda,
Jane (Jinny),
Ellen (Nell) and
Elizabeth
(Bessie). It was
a Welsh speaking family and they were
members of the Bryn Seion Chapel, so
young Thomas is also commemorated on
the memorial inside the chapel.
When he left school he went to work as
an errand boy at Sychdyn Co-op. He
joined the army in December 1914 when
he was only 17. His military war grave
records that he was the son of Thomas
and the late Elizabeth Williams. In fact
she was alive when he actually died and
the family story is that she never got
over his death her only son. She died in 1925.

Thomas and Elizabeth Williams
the parents of Thomas John Williams.

Thomas John Williams on the right,
pictured with some comrades.

Thomas and his mother are
commemorated on a family
gravestone in Northop churchyard as follows:
Peace
Er Serchog Gof Am
Elizabeth
Anwyl briod Thomas Williams
A Hunodd Mai 25 1925
Hefyd Pt Thomas J Williams
Mab yr ychod
A Rhoddodd Ei Fywyd I Iawr
Yn y Rhfel Awst 1917
Yn 20 mlwydd oed
Hedd Perfaith Hedd

Remember
the fallen of
Northop
Neville Ayrton Astbury,
Henry Noel Atkinson,
Cecil Bateman,
Joseph Leigh Howell,
Joseph Hughes,
William Hughes,
Thomas John Lovelock,
Edwin Marsh,
Edgar Messham,
Roy James Oldcorn,
Isaac Roberts,
Tegid Eli Gad Smith,
Joseph Thelwell

Pupils from

have been
researching the
lives of those
from Northop
who died in WW1

154th Siege Bty, Royal Garrison Artillery
Gunner 79662
St Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen, France
2nd September 2017

Edwin Arthur Marsh was born in 1886.
His parents were Thomas and Mary
Marsh. The father, Thomas had been a
stonemason, a trade that Arthur took
over when his father died. The 1891 and
1901 census returns placed the large
family in Yacht Terrace, Northop. His
brother John Herbert Marsh was killed
about five weeks before Arthur was killed. The Marsh
family provided at least five servicemen for the war.

Considerable regret is expressed amongst the residents of
Northop and surrounding localities of the sad official
intimation, the effect that Gunner Edwin Arthur Marsh
who was recently wounded in action, had died in in a base
hospital. He was very well known in Northop and district
where he successfully carried on the business of
monumental mason, succeeding his father, Mr Thomas
Marsh who died some years ago. He was 31 years of age
and during his residence in the village was prominently
associated with almost every public function. He was the
sexton of the Parish Church, a bell ringer, a member of the
Northop Cricket and Football Clubs and as he was
generally respected, his loss will be keenly felt in the
district.

49th Bn; Canadian Infantry (Alberta Regiment)
:
Lieutenant

Vimy Memorial, France
The British Medal, The Victory Medal and, for his widow, The
Canadian Memorial Cross
16th September 1916

Neville Astbury was a member of an old Northop family but there were
connections with Sweden and Canada. The 1891 census tells us he was
one year old and was the adopted son of Edward and Jane E Astbury. He
had been born on the 6th April 1889. The family lived in Northop High
Street. Neville s father Edward was the Clerk to the School Board.
Staying with them on census night were Charles Hughes and Annie
Hughes (brother in law and sister in law). There was also a resident
servant Hannah Blyddyn.
In 1901 Neville was 11 years old and was staying with his Uncle in 6
River Street, Rhyl. This Uncle was a Swedish national named Per Gustaff
M Nark who was a 67 year old retired hotel manager. His wife was
Abigail who had been born in Chester. There was another nephew
staying there too. He was 7 year old Ainslie Nark Astbury Neville s
brother.
In the same 1901 census, Neville s parents were in Northop, living in
Grosvenor Cottage. Edward was described as a 45 year old Assistant
Overseer and his wife Jane Emma was a 40 year old Postmistress. (An
Overseer was responsible for the parish electoral register and the poor ).
There were two servants John Henry Barkes and Emily Griffiths.
Neville attended Northop school. He was admitted on 6th January 1896
aged 7 and it states that he had formerly been a pupil at a private school.
The register records that Neville gained a County Scholarship. He went
on to Hawarden School and afterwards went to St Davids College
Lampeter. In 1911 he went to live in Canada, where he was a clerk with
the Union Bank of Canada at Alberta.
Soon after war broke out, like many other ex patriots in the Empire, he
signed up to help the mother country. Neville joined the army in Canada
on August 6th 1914 but signed up for the Canadian Overseas
Expeditionary Force on 29th June 1915. His Attestation papers from
that date include a description of himself as 5 feet 6 1/2 inches tall with
a freckled complexion, grey eyes and dark hair. He was gazetted to
Lieutenant. Neville for some reason attended a military hospital, where
he met and fell in love with a nurse named Mary Rosina Puplett, known
as Rose.
They married on the 8th September 1916 at the Parish Church in
Whitchurch, Shropshire. He was then sent back to the front where he
was killed just 8 days later. He was never to know his daughter, Betty,
who was born the following January.

Another of our young men has
laid down his life for his country.
Lieutenant N A Astbury we are
informed fell in action in France
on September 16th. He had come
over with the Canadians a few
months back. For some years he
was in a banking establishment
in Canada and when war broke
out he volunteered and obtained
a commission in the regiment he
was serving on the fateful day.
We deeply sympathise with his
sorrowing relatives.

Rose Astbury and
her daughter Betty Ayrton
Astbury

20th October 1916

29th September 1916

3rd November 1916

The 1911 census places Neville aged 21 in Grosvenor Cottage,
Northop. The head of the household was his father Edward
Astbury, aged 54 and now a widower. He was still Assistant
Overseer. In the house was Abigail Sarah Nark, Edward s
widowed sister in law aged 58 a hotel manageress. Also there
was Annie Marie Hughes sister in law aged 50 and described
as single . She was a sub postmistress. The form tells us that
Neville was a theology student at college. The census tells us
that all those listed in the household spoke Welsh and English.

The next pieces of Neville s jigsaw were sent to us from
Canada by Evelyn Bromley who is researching her family
history and in particular Charles Hughes who appears briefly
in Neville s story in the 1891 census. She informs us that she
believes that Neville was born Neville Ayrton Hughes ( Ref Qtr
June 1889, District W Derby, Vol 8b page 438) West Derby is a
district of Liverpool. Evelyn has researched Neville s
emigration to Canada and has found him listed on The Royal
Edward which sailed from Avonmouth to Canada in
September 1911. We can see that he was sailing for Toronto,
that he described himself as an undergraduate and that his
religion was Church of England.

The Morning Bulletin
(Edmonton Alberta)
28th September 1916

Neville is commemorated on the Vimy Ridge, Canadian Memorial,
built on the highest point of the Ridge, overlooking the Douai Plain
where in WW1, the Germans controlled important industries such as
coalmining. This is why the capture of Vimy Ridge was so strategically
important.
The huge, white Memorial is breathtakingly imposing as you approach.
It was designed by Walter Seymour Allward.

Remember
the fallen of
Northop Hall
Will Davies,
Joseph E Dodd,
Frank Hodkinson,
Ben Jones,
Thomas Latham,
Fred Powell,
Jonathon Roberts,
Edgar M Stevenson,
John Watkinson,
Thomas Wilcock,
Samuel V Williams.

Pupils from

have been
researching the
lives of those
from Northop
Hall who died in
WW1

11th Btn Suffolk Regiment
Private 26503
Arras Memorial, France
Victory and British War medals
Killed in France at Arras on 10th June 1918
aged 24 yrs

Born 26th May 1893. His family
lived at The Stores Northop
Hall. The son of Joseph and Jane
Stephenson. Edgar appears on
the 1901 census aged 7. The
family at that time lived in
Warbeck Moor, Walton, Liverpool.
The father Joseph was 50 and a
clothier born in Liverpool. His
wife Jane was 46 and a
confectioner (an employer) also
born Liverpool. The children
listed were Mary 25, Frances 18,
Gladys 15, Joseph 12, Jane 10
and Edgar 7. There were three
boarders and a resident servant
who was described as an
assistant confectioner .

The previous census of 1891 was
done before Edgar was born and the family lived at 100
Delamouth St Kirkdale, Liverpool. The father Joseph was then
listed as a 40 year old clothier s salesman. Jane was 36 and
the children were Mary L 14, George M 13, Frances G 18,
Gladys 5, Joseph 2, Jane 3 months. There was one male
boarder.

Unusually, Edgar left a will:

3/5th Royal Welsh Fusiliers
Private 3594
St Matthews Church Cemetery, Buckley, Flintshire
Thomas died from TB on the 6th February
1917 aged 21.

Thomas was born in
1896 and was the son of
James and Sydney
Wilcock. In 1901 this
family lived in Pentre
Bridge, Northop Hall
where James, the father
was a hewer of coal .
There were six children
at that time Jane 12,
James 9, John 7,
Thomas 5, Isabella 3 and
Hannah 1. Two years
later, another boy was
born who was named
Samuel.
The 1911 census records
the family living at Fern
Bank, Northop Hall. The
head of the household
was Mrs Wilcock a 48
year old widow. Her
listed children at home
were James19, John 17
and Thomas 15 all three Thomas, seated on the right with two comrades
worked in the coal mine.
Isabella 13, Hannah 11 and Samuel 8 were all at school. the
eldest child, Jane, was no longer at home.
Thomas signed up for the Territorials on 7th December 1915
when he was 19. The family was living in 2 Fern Bank Northop
Hall. He was part of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force between
27th June 1916 to the 5th September 1916 when he was sent
home sick. On the 14th September 1916 he was declared to be
permanently unfit by a Medical Board at 3rd London General
Hospital Wandsworth. He had TB and they pronounced that in
their opinion there was a total inability to earn a livelihood at
present. Five months later he was dead. It is believed by
members of the family, that he died at home.

Thomas s elder brother, John (Jack) also served in
the army. The 1911 census tells us he was a Pony
Driver at the coal mine. He enlisted in the Royal
Garrison Artillery in December 1917. He survived
the war.

James Wilcock, the eldest
of the boys, did not serve
in the armed forces. It is
believed that he was a
coal miner

Isabella is the older
girl here and Hannah
is the younger. The
boy is Samuel, the
youngest child in the
family who also died
of TB when he was 17
in 1920

This intriguing photograph has John Wilcock standing
on the left of the back row, wearing civilian clothes

Northop Hall cricket team, we think pre-war.
John Wilcock is seated on the far left

Royal Welsh Fusiliers
Lance Corporal 23399
Vlamertinghe Military Cemetery, Belgium
Victory, British War and 1915 Star medals
Killed at Ypres 12th May 1917 aged 22yrs

There is a card for Thomas in the Flintshire Roll of
Honour in the County Archive Office in Hawarden. It
gives the address as New Brighton Row, Northop Hall
and says he served for 2 years and 3 months. He was
killed at Ypres.
The census of 1901 places him with his family in a
cottage on Wepre Lane Connah s Quay. The family
comprised of Sarah E Latham 40, the mother of James
13, Margaret 11, John 9 and Thomas E 6. (The father,
head of the household was not recorded).
The 1911 census finds the family in Northop Hall.
This form was completed by Joseph Latham 55, the
head of the household and father. He was a collier
hewer. His wife of 27 years, Sarah was 48 and the
mother of Daniel 23 a collier filler, Margaret 20, John
18 a bricksetter s labourer and Thomas 15 a pit boy
on top of colliery. Harold Stokes a grandson aged 3
was also present.

Thomas Latham s grave
photographed on 12th
October 2013 by E & V
Williams. The inscription
at the foot of the grave
reads A beautiful memory
left behind .

The envelope that contained Thomas s Commemorative
Plaque ( The Death Penny ) addressed to his father.

The plaque and the
original packaging.

18th Btn Highland Light Infantry
Lieut Qtrmaster
Terlincthun British Cemetery, Wimille, France
Military Cross, 1914-15 Star, British Victory Medal, mentioned
in Dispatches.
Died from wounds after an accident in France
December 10th 1918, aged 38.

John Watkinson was born in Skelmersdale, Lancashire on
13th February 1880. His parents were Thomas and Ellen
Watkinson. He was baptised at St Paul s Church on 29th
February 1880 and he was educated at the Wesleyan school,
Liverpool Road, Skelmersdale where he eventually became a
pupil teacher. He spent a year in the army with the Loyal
Lancashires and the 1901 census has him listed at Fulwood
Barracks near Preston. When he left the army he became a
postman working for the GPO.

He married Elizabeth Roberts from Northop Hall on the 6th
June 1906. Their wedding was in Northop and was conducted
by The Rev Clement Davies. They had two children Fred
Roberts Watkinson (born 1906) and Mildred (born 1908).
The 1911 census lists this family of four living at 34, White
Moss Road Skelmersdale. The form tells us that the house had
four rooms and that Elizabeth had been born in Northop Hall
in 1882. We know that by the time that John went to war,
Elizabeth and the children were living in The Croft , Northop
Hall.

Because of his previous experience in the army, John was listed as a
national reservist. When war broke out in August 1914, he was
immediately summoned by a letter from the West Lancashire Territorial
Force Association telling him to present himself urgently at the Liverpool
Regiment Depot, Seaforth Barracks the next day if possible!
He enlisted on 31st August 1914 and joined the 10th Battalion Loyal
North Lancashires and was promoted to corporal on the same day. He was
now Corporal John Watkinson number 12152. he was described as 34 and
a half years of age, 5feet 5 and a half inches tall, weighed 113 pounds and
he had brown hair, hazel eyes with a fresh complexion. His wife,
Elizabeth in Northop Hall was his next of kin. His war history is detailed
below,
He served in the Loyal North Lancashires in England for a year and was
then posted to France where he spent
most of the rest of the war. He was
promoted several times during the war.
5 Sept 1914 promoted to Sergeant
6 Oct 1914 promoted to Orderly Room
Sergeant
11th June 1915 promoted to Acting
RQMS
1st Mar 1916 promoted to Warrant
Officer class 11 and appointed RQMS
5th June 1917 Discharged from the
Loyal North Lancashires and promoted to
a temporary commission as Qtr Mr and
Lieutenant in The Royal Warwickshires.

This was awarded for an event that
appears to have taken place on 26th
March 1918 east of Moreuil. The citation
appeared in the London Gazette as
follows-

News has come of the death of Lieutenant Quartermaster John
Watkinson MC of the 18th Highland Light Infantry and the beloved
husband of Mrs Watkinson, The Croft, Northop Hall which took place
on December 10th and was buried on the day following. He joined up
in August 1914. In July 1917 he received his Commission. In March
last year he was awarded the MC for conspicuous bravery on the field.
Officers and men spoke of him in most glowing terms. He met with an
accident in August when returning from the lines which eventually
proved fatal. We deeply sympathise with the family in their sorrow.

John Watkinson died on 10th December 1918 in No 14
hospital in France. On the afternoon of 14th August 1918 on
duty, he had been riding to the Ration Dump when his horse
tumbled and fell on top of him. His injuries were recorded as
severe. The incident was an accident and no-one was to
blame. The cause of his death was recorded as a fractured
pubis and ruptured bladder. At the time of his death he was
in the 11th Royal Warwickshires but attached to the 18th
Highland Light Infantry.

He is remembered on the Northop Hall Village Memorial,
Northop Parish Memorial, Skelmersdale War Memorial,
Ormskirk Post Office Memorial and he is also named on the
gravestone of his parents in St Paul s Churchyard,
Skelmersdale.

The displays here commemorate the lives and deaths of
some of those from this parish who died in the First
World War.
They are remembered here as people whose lives and
individuality was and is precious to God.
We hope it will help you to reflect on events of 100
years ago and to reach across those years and meet the
men who fell.

first, one hopes to win;
then one expects the enemy to lose;
then, one is satisfied
that he too is suffering;
in the end,
one is surprised
that everyone has lost.

Our globe is nothing but a little star in the great
universe. It is our duty to turn this globe into a planet
whose creatures are not tormented by wars, nor
tortured by hunger and fear, nor torn apart in
senseless divisions according to race, colour or creed.
Give us the courage and foresight, to begin this work
even today, so that our children and grandchildren
may one day take pride in being called human.

God of hope and consolation, we hold before you all
who have died as a result of war, and those who
continue to carry the scars of injuries to body or mind.
May we remember the cost, lest we forget the value of
our freedom, the responsibilities it brings and the
sanctity of peace. Sustain us in our building of
communities fit for heroes and where all can flourish,
to your honour and glory.

O Lord, remember not only the men and women of
goodwill but also those of ill will. But do not only remember all the suffering they have inflicted. Remember the fruits of that suffering: comradeship, loyalty,
humility, courage, generosity, the greatness of heart
which has grown out of all this. And when they come
to judgement, let all the fruits that we have borne be
their forgiveness.

Remember, O Lord, all those who have died in the service of their country. In life they, like us, could see only
a clouded and partial view; may they now see you
clearly face to face. We ask that they may find eternal
rest in the comfort of your love.

Let us pray for those who foster violence, Those who
do not forgive others. May the Lord change their
hearts That they seek peace and love their brothers
and sisters.

This
gives the names of all those
who served during the 1914-18 War and
encouraged the parish to pray for the men.
As they died, a cross was marked next to their
names.
However this also stands as a memorial to those
who fought and survived, some with serious
physical or emotional injury and some lucky to
return less wounded.
Therefore it is a thanksgiving for those who
returned as well as a tribute to those who did
not.

To mark this centenary, we would like to restore
and re-frame this roll of honour. If you would
like to contribute to this, please leave a donation
in the wall safe to the right of this notice. Any
surplus will be used to maintain the church and
its work.
Thank you.

We are grateful to Eifion and Vivien Williams of
Flintshirewarmemorials.com who have for many years
conducted research into all those named on our
memorial here and elsewhere in the Parish an beyond.
Their website provided the images and text for much of
this exhibition and contains a wealth of further
information on each of those named. We commend
their site to you.
We are grateful also to the staff and pupils of Ysgol
Owen Jones, Northop Hall School and Sychdyn School
for sharing some of their research and work with us.
Thanks also to The Bankes Memorial Hall and the Beekeepers Society for the loan of the display boards.

Pupils from the three schools
in the Parish have been using
their IT skills to conduct and
display their research.
This presentation plays on a
continuous loop.
It is also available to download
from our website at

